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SUMMARY: ON MARCH 1-2, THE RTG, MINISTRY OF COMMERCE, ASSISTED BY 
THE EMBASSY AND USOM PUT ON A HIGHLY SUCCESSFUL TWO DAY SEMINAR 
TO PROMOTE THE GREATER USE OF THE GENERALIZED SYSTEM OE PREEERENCES 
(GSP) BY THAI EXPORTERS. 

END SUMMARY. 

1 . AT THE REQUEST OF THE RTG MINISTRY OF COMMERCE, ANTHONY GEBER, 
DIRECTOR AND COMMERCIAL COORDINATOR, OFEICE OF ECONOMIC POLICY, 
BUREAU OF EAST ASIAN AND PACIEIC AFFAIRS, DEPARTMENT OF STATE; 

STEVEN LANDE, ASSISTANT SPECIAL TRADE REPRESENTATIVE AND DIRECTOR, 
OFEICE OF BILATERAL AND THIRD WORLD AFFAIRS, OFFICE OF THE SPECIAL 
REPRESENTATIVE FOR TRADE NEGOTIATIONS; AND DAVID RAMSAY, PROGRAM 
MANAGER, DUTY ASSESSMENT DIVISION, U.S. CUSTOMS SERVICE, 

CONDUCTED A SEMINAR TO GUIDE AND ENCOURAGE THAI EXPORTERS TO 
MAKE GREATER USE OF THE GENERALIZED SYSTEM OF PREFERENCES (GSP). 

THE FIRST DAY OF THE SEMINAR WAS HELD AT A MAJOR BANGKOK HOTEL. 
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BECAUSE OF GOOD PUBLICITY EFFORTS ON THE PART OF THE RTG AND 
USIS, 168 REGISTERED AND 150 PARTICIPATED IN THE DAY LONG 
EXPOSITION BY THE U.S. EXPERTS AND THAI GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS. 

THE SECOND DAY WAS DIVIDED INTO A NUMBER OF SEPARATE, HOUR LONG 
SESSIONS HELD AT THE EXPORT SERVICE CENTER, MINISTRY OF COMMERCE. 
THESE SESSIONS WERE SPECIFICALLY GEARED TO EXPORTERS IN THE 
FOLLOWING MAJOR PRODUCT AREAS: FOODSTUFFS, CERTAIN TEXTILES 
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AND JUTE YARN PRODUCTS, JEWELRY, RATTAN AND BAMBOO PRODUCTS, 

AND WOODEN PRODUCTS, AND ATTENDANCE VARIED EROM 20 TO 40 PER 
SESSION. 

2. AS THE EXPERTS POINTED OUT DURING THE SEMINAR ON SEVERAL 
OCCASIONS, THAILAND RANKS EAR DOWN ON THE LIST OE COUNTRIES 
WHICH TOOK ADVANTAGE OE THE GSP IN 1976. OE THE APPROXIMATELY 
18 MILLION DOLLARS WORTH OE THAI PRODUCTS EXPORTED WHICH EALL 
INTO GSP CATEGORIES, SOME 15 MILLION DOLLARS WORTH ENTERED 
DUTY EREE, INDICATING THAT IN THIS RESPECT AT LEAST THAILAND 
WAS UTILIZING THE SYSTEM. NEVERTHELESS, THAILAND'S EXPORTERS 
COULD EASILY ADD TO THE 236 PRODUCT CATEGORIES (THE GSP LIST 
CONTAINS SOME 2,750 CATEGORIES) THEY ARE PRESENTLY EXPORTING. 

THE EXPERTS URGED THE BUSINESSMEN TO APPROACH THEIR GOVERN- 
MENT AS WELL AS THEIR U.S. IMPORTERS TO REQUEST ADDITIONS TO THE 
GSP LIST. ALL THREE REPRESENTATIVES WERE COMPLIMENTARY OE THE 
HOST GOVERNMENT OEFICIALS' KNOWLEDGE OE THE AMERICAN GSP PROGRAM. 

3. ON EEBRUARY 28, THE GROUP MADE A ONE HALE HOUR LONG VTR 
AT USIS EOR FUTURE USE AND THEN CALLED ON THE DIRECTORS OF 
THE COMMERCIAL RELATIONS DEPARTMENT AND THE EOREIGN TRADE 
DEPARTMENT, CO-SPONSORS OP THE SEMINAR. LATER THAT APTERNOON, 

A WORKING SESSION WAS HELD WITH MINISTRY OP COMMERCE OPPICIALS 
RESPONSIBLE FOR ADMINISTERING THE GSP PROGRAM. THAT NIGHT THE 
DIRECTOR OP THE COMMERCIAL RELATIONS DEPARTMENT HOSTED A 
DINNER AT HIS RESIDENCE. 

4. PHOTOGRAPHS AND PRESS CLIPPINGS WILL BE POUCHED TO EA/TB. 
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5. COMMENT: THE EMBASSY CONSIDERS THIS SEMINAR AN UNQUALIPIED 
SUCCESS. THE RTG DID AN OUTSTANDING JOB IN PREPARING THE 
PROGRAM, ORGANIZING THE SEMINAR ITSELP AND IN PUBLICIZING THE 
EVEN IN THE LOCAL PRESS. ATTENDANCE, WHICH SURPASSED 
EXPECTATIONS, TOTALLED 150, ALL EXPORT ORIENTED. THE COMBINA- 
TION OP GEBER WHO SPOKE PIRST AND GAVE A GENERAL INTRODUCTION 
TO GSP WITH ITS IMPLICATIONS TO THE ASEAN NATIONS IN PARTICULAR, 

LANDE WHO POLLOWED WITH A DISCUSSION OP THE NEGOTIATIONS, 

COMPETIVE NEED EXCLUSIONS, ADDITIONS AND DELETIONS, ETC. AND 
RAMSAY WHO CONCLUDED WITH A DESCRIPTION OF CUSTOMS' ADMINISTRA- 
TIVE PROCEDURES WAS AN IDEAL MIX. THE GREAT INTEREST DISPLAYED 
BY THAI EXPORTERS WAS ILLUSTRATED BY THE PACT THAT VERY PEW LEPT 
EARLY AND BY THE MANY QUESTIONS ASKED DURING THE SECOND DAY. ONE 
COMMENTATOR IN A THAI LANGUAGE NEWSPAPER, IN AN ARTICLE ON MARCH 
3RD, IN GLOWING TERMS, PRAISED THIS USG EPPORT TO HELP THAILAND 
DEVELOP ITS ECONOMY, COMMENTING THAT 'THE THREE AMERICANS IMPRESSED 
ME MORE THAN IP THEY HAD BEEN DOZENS OP U.S. MILITARY GENERALS 
VISITING OUR COUNTRY. " THE EMBASSY REGRETS THAT OTHER POSTS IN THE 
REGION CHOSE NOT TO PARTICIPATE IN THIS PROGRAM AT THIS TIME 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


AND SUGGESTS, IF THE THREE EXPERTS FEEL IT IS WARRANTED, THAT 
CONSIDERATION BE GIVEN TO ORGANIZING SIMILAR SEMINARS ON A 
REGIONAL BASIS. 

WHITEHOUSE 
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